Priming and Top-Working

PRUNING   TOOLS
The operation of pruning involves the making of wounds;
and since* these wounds heal over quickest when the cut
is smooth and even, it follows that any tools which crush
or tear the* hark are objectionable. For all small branches
and twigs, a strong sharp knife is ideal. It is a fact, how-
ever, that for economy's sake, some form of hand shears
with one' blade and a guard are universally used in com-
mercial orchards. For larger branches the two-handled
lopping shears are most convenient. For removing large
limbs, a saw is necessary, but the pruning saw with teeth
on both edges should be avoided,as it is too difficult to use
without damaging the tree. By far the best saw for use
in a citrus orchard is that known as the "California"
priming saw (Fig. (53) with reversible arid detachable
blade. The blade of this saw may be turned in any direc-
tion, and it in especially convenient for work in close
places. It in very important to keep all pruning tools
sharp. A half dozen extra saw blades should enable the
pniner to keep a sharp, well-set saw in hand at all times.
A Hatinfaetory outfit for the citrus tree pniner may be
cnnmeratiMl as follows:
L A Hh'irt, light stepltwlder.
2.  Out*         Ktnmg leather gloves.
3.  One piir hand shears (Ilenckel's special No. 9 pre-
ferred)*
4* One California pruning saw (six extra blades).
6.           B. & H* special pruning saw.
IL                 lopping shears with riveted wooden handles.
7.                of paint with brush for dressing large wounds.